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Summary

I am a reading and improvising professional Pianist / Keyboard Player.  I have over 10 years of international experience playing for blue chip clients such as the Hilton Chain, Seabourn Luxury Yachts, the ‘All Blacks’ Rugby Team, Hayley Westrena, and the BBC. I regularly play with some of Auckland's leading jazz outfits and have enjoyed working with quality acts such as NZ hip hop artist King Kapisi, Clay Jenkins (LA), Tim Beveridge, Tony Christie, Battucada Sound Machine, Don McGlashan, Anika Moa, Annie Crummer, and Tama Waipara.  I have been broadcast on Homegrown on C4, Juice and Alt TV.  I have taught piano and jazz for 5 years at institutions such as the New Zealand School of Music (Massey University), ABRSM, Corelli School of the Arts and privately from my home.
Experience

Full time study / Teacher / Musician
2006 - 2009

Contracted Jazz Tutor for the New Zealand School of Music.  Musical Director and Producer for the Kids Music Company.  Jazz Bandleader at Pinehurst School.  Private Tutor.

Corelli School of the Arts (Studio 10)
2004 - 2006

Teaching students piano (all ages and ability), jazz, theory and musicianship skills.
Pianist / Band Leader aboard Seabourn Spirit Cruise liner
May – August 2004

Relief band Leader in a cruise ship quartet, cocktail pianist and lounge entertainer.  Responsibilities included leading the band, arranging music and liaising with entertainers.
Pianist aboard Seabourn Legend Cruise Liner
May 2003 – January 2004

Cocktail pianist and lounge entertainer, with quartet playing dance music for guests / backing cabaret singers.  Also heavily involved in transcribing & arranging backing music for cabaret acts.

Orchestral Musician for Sun Cruises
May 2002 – May 2003

Support for weekly cabaret acts and in-house production shows.  Required to read music at sight and improvise all styles.

Dahab, Egypt
1999 - 2000

Contracts included Hilton Hotel Dahab, Camel Hotel Sharm el Sheik, and Nessima Hotel Dahab, duration 18 months.

Church Organist RAF Odiham, Hampshire
1990 - 1992

Full time Church Organist playing services every week including Christmas and other religious festivals.
Education

BMus Jazz Performance (Hons)
2006 - 2009
Bachelor of Music (Hons) Performance degree awarded by the New Zealand School of Music.  

A Levels
1990 - 1992

Music, Mathematics and Physics

GCSE Qualifications 
1985 - 1990

Music, Mathematics, Physics, French, Computer Design & Technology, Geography, English, Chemistry
Music Study 
1985 - 1992
Studied Trombone, Piano, composition, and arranging with Pamela Wedgwood.  Pam began her long association with Faber Music in 1988 with the highly acclaimed series Jazzin' About, followed by the Up-Grade series and the adult piano method It's Never Too Late to Play Piano. She is recognised around the world as one the UK's most prolific and successful composers of popular repertoire for young instrumentalists.
Awards
Scholarships Won
1.
Sir Alan Stewart Postgraduate Scholarship 2009 (Massey University)
This scholarship is named in honour of Sir Alan Stewart, the first Vice-Chancellor of Massey University. It is to encourage new postgraduate enrolments from other tertiary institutions and to assist Massey students to progress from undergraduate to postgraduate study. 
2.
Ariadne Danilow Music Prize 2009 (Victoria University of Wellington)
The prize shall be awarded to a student completing a BMus and proceeding to BMus Hons at Victoria University of Wellington.  The prize shall be awarded annually by the Academic Board on the recommendation of the Head of the School of Music. 
Skills

Teaching
As well as teaching at the NZSM (New Zealand School of Music) and Pinehurst School, I offer individual lessons to students who wish to develop their skills as a pianist and/or improvising musician. I am constantly searching for new ways to teach my subject, and after 5 years experience it’s hardly surprising to discover that both learning time and method varies significantly from person to person.  I cater my lessons to the individual and adapt the subject matter to suit.

Jazz improvisation is as demanding, and requires just as much discipline as any other forms of music.  I am experienced in helping highly competent pianists to “cross over” to the world of improvised music.

I use video tutorials and jazz backing tracks as teaching aids.  Backing tracks are particularly useful to help develop the students listening skills, these skills are an essential part of playing jazz.

With regards to children, I encourage positive reinforcement, helping younger students overcome obstacles themselves. From early on I teach composition, chords and inversions, playing simple lead sheets, theory and of course, note reading. I try to keep my lessons fun, after all music is fun, and I don’t want to contribute to the number of people who recite piano teacher ‘horror’ stories!
Performance
I am currently performing with the following musical groups: -

Georgia Funk – An exciting and dynamic groove quartet!  Georgia Funk is a retro-based funk, soul and old school RnB outfit playing songs by Aretha Franklin, Stevie Wonder, Herbie Hancock, Marvin Gaye, Bill Withers and more!  An evening with Georgia Funk will get you dancing and grooving your socks off! But that’s not all, Georgia Woods powerhouse vocals cut through the air leaving listeners with no doubt to her vocal prowess. Jazz pianist Mark Baynes and 6-string bassist Alex Griffith also carve up exciting and tasteful improvisation, the end result is uplifting as these classic songs take on a new lease of life.  The Lineup includes (but is not limited to) Georgia Wood (Vox), Mark Baynes (Keys), Alex Griffith (Bass) and Josh Sorenson (Drums).  Currently residing at the Grand Central Bar (126 Ponsonby Road) every other Wednesday 9.30pm till late.

King Kapisi - is New Zealand based Samoan hip-hop artist Bill Urale. He was the first hip hop artist in New Zealand to receive the prestigious Silver Scroll Award at the APRA Awards for Songwriter of the Year for his single Reverse Resistance in 1999, which followed on the popular release of his debut single Sub-Cranium Feeling.  King Kapisi has performed alongside Janet Jackson, Moby, Black Eyed Peas, Beastie Boys, Michael Franti and Spearhead, Red Hot Chili Peppers and many more. He has performed at almost every major music festival and event in New Zealand as well as tours to Australia, Japan, Fiji, Hawaii, Tonga, New York, London, Germany, Ireland and Norway.

The Ironic Trio - The Ironic Trio is a young piano trio comprised by Mark Baynes (piano), Tom Dennison (Acoustic Bass), and Jason Orme (Drumset).  The trio was invited to perform as part of the Lewis Eady Charitable Trust concert series in 2009, this concert was recorded by MAINZ and part of it has recently been released in the form of an EP.  The Ironic Trio play jazz standards, original material and push the boundaries of the piano trio as inspired by artists such as Brad Mehldau and Keith Jarrett.
Mojave - A sophisticated yet versatile package, Mojave is a contemporary jazz quartet based in Auckland. Formed in 2000, Mojave features the unique sound of jazz flute within the format of a jazz quartet. Their music incorporates hints of jazz, funk, latin, lounge and other energetic grooves, as well as fresh new originals, performed by an ensemble of high calibre professional musicians and featuring one of the few jazz flute players in New Zealand.
Chris Mason-Battley Group - The Chris Mason-Battley Group is one of New Zealand’s leading contemporary jazz groups, having released three albums, performed at many of the country’s top jazz and arts festivals and achieved international success as one of the top 25 downloaded artists on the pioneer music website MP3.com.  Combining the classic acoustic sound of jazz with contemporary music technology, the band provides top quality entertainment from solo saxophone performance to a full 6-piece band (including vocals).
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